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Misconception: The school can send a child home to ‘cool off’ or ask a parent to collect 
a child from school to prevent exclusion – as long as the parent agree. The school can 
also place a child on a ‘part-time timetables’ if they feel they cannot meet their special 
educational needs (SEN). 
 
 
Fact: Unofficial or informal exclusions (like sending a pupil home to ‘cool off’) are illegal – 
even if the parent agrees. “Exclusion from Maintained Schools, Academies and Pupil 
Referral Units in England” is the statutory guidance that confirms this (paragraph 13).  
Placing a child on a reduced time table on the basis that the school believes it cannot 
meet the child’s needs would equally amount to an informal exclusion. There are rare 
exceptions to children only being able to attend school part-time and a school’s lack of 
ability to meet SEN is not one of them.  
 
 
It is important not to agree to remove a child from school unless they are formally 
excluded. Not only is informal exclusion unlawful, but it never triggers the right for 
children to receive alternative education which must be provided from the 6th day of a 
formal exclusion. This means that children who are subjected to informal exclusion can 
miss out on large chunks of education. Any form of exclusion, or threat of it, is often 
evidence that a child is not having their needs met and the statutory guidance states that 
the school should consider asking for a statutory assessment (EHC needs assessment) 
for a child who doesn’t have a EHC Plan, or, if the child does have a statement or EHC 
Plan, they should consider an interim/early review of the statement/EHC Plan. 
 
 

 
 


